
Timely Tips for Fall 

It is a good time to start scouting
fields for fall armyworm. Trap counts
around the state have been seeing an
increase in numbers. Producers
should consider spraying if the
population exceeds 2 to 4 larvae per
square foot on average. 

I have several extension programs
that I am excited about offering this
fall. One is the estate planning series
called “Securing the Future of Your
Farm.” I’m sure you have all seen the
2022 Ag Census Numbers. In case
you haven’t, here is one bleak
statistic: In 20 years Kentucky lost
17,000 farms and 1.4 million acres of
farmland. The topic of estate
planning is not one that a lot of folks
like discussing, but if you are
interested in keeping farmland in
production, it is important you have a
plan in place. I designed this program
to be more relaxed while still getting
people practical information. 

There is no one size fits all approach.
We want to help you make the best
decisions for your situation. See the
flyer on page 4 for more information. 

I’m a huge fan of podcasts and I want
to share a couple for y’all to consider
while in the tractor or combine this
fall. Beef Bits is a podcast from UK
specialist, Jeff Lehmkuhler going over
everything beef cattle related. You
can get a masterclass on cattle
nutrition and health for FREE while
bush hogging. Kentucky Ag Matters
is a podcast hosted by three fantastic
Western KY Ag Agents. They cover a
huge range of topics in agriculture.
The podcast app is probably already
on your phone, and you’ve never
noticed it! Episodes can be
downloaded in the house, so you
don’t even need cell service in the
field. As always, call or email if you
have any questions. 
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Cattle

Spring-Calving Cow Herd
 

Fescue pastures don’t generally produce much this
month. Some of us have had some rain but the heat has
punished our pastures and cattle this summer. Most of
you may have some forage going into the usually dry
months. Keep rotating pastures to permit calves to
continue gaining weight. Always keep minerals
available.
Bulls should have been removed from the cow herd by
the end of the month. They should be pastured away
from the cow herd with a good fence and allowed to
regain lost weight and condition. It is a good time to
evaluate physical condition, especially feet and legs.
Bulls can be given medical attention and still have
plenty of time to recover, e.g., corns, abscesses, split
hooves, etc. If removing the bull is not practical for you
then call your herd veterinarian and schedule a
pregnancy diagnosis. Market your “late-bred” cows and
keep those that conceived early in the breeding season.
Repair and improve corrals for fall working and
weaning. Consider having an area to wean calves and
retain ownership for postweaning feeding rather than
selling “green”, lightweight calves. Plan to participate in
CPH-45 feeder calf sales in your area.

 
Fall-Calving Herd
 

Dry cows should be moved to better pastures as calving
time approaches. Cows should start calving next month.
Yearling heifers may begin “headstart” calving later this
month. Plan to move cows to stockpiled fescue for the
breeding season, so it will soon be time to apply nitrogen
fertilizer.
Prepare for the fall-calving season (usually September).
Get ready, be sure you have the following:

record book
ear tags for identification
calf puller
castration equipment

General
 

Perhaps the most tedious aspect of agriculture is keeping
records, generating reports, and using data to make
management decisions. Consider using one of the many
electronic data collection and management systems
available on the market. We recommend Stocket.us for a
simple, inexpensive web/app platform.
Provide shade and water! Cattle will need shade during
the hot part of the day. Check water supply frequently –
as much as 20 gallons may be required by high
producing cows in very hot weather.

Select pastures for stockpiling. Remove cattle and apply
nitrogen when moisture conditions are favorable.
Stockpiled fescue can be especially beneficial for fall-
calving cows after calving. Reproductive rates are
highest in fall-calving cows grazing stockpiled fescue.
Avoid working cattle when temperatures are extremely
high – especially those grazing high-endophyte fescue. If
cattle must be handled, do so in the early morning.
Do not give up on fly control in late summer, especially
if fly numbers are greater than about 50 flies per animal.
You can use a different “type” of spray or pour-on to kill
any resistant flies at the end of fly season.
Keep a good mineral mix available at all times. The UK
Beef IRM Basic Cow-Calf mineral is a good choice.
Cattle may also be more prone to eat poisonous plants
during periods of extreme temperature stress. They will
stay in “wooded” areas and browse on plants that they
would not normally consume. Consider putting a roll of
hay in these areas and/or spraying plants like purple
(perilla) mint that can be toxic.
Take soil samples to determine pasture fertility needs.
Fertilize as needed, this fall.

Taken from Off the Hoof Kentucky Beef Cattle Newsletter August 1, 2024.
Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Specialist, Department of Animal &

Food Science, University of Kentucky

Forages 

Do NOT graze cool-season pastures closer than 3 to 4
inches.  This will help to conserve soil moistures and to
prevent overheating of the crowns. 
If drought conditions limit pasture growth, close off
pastures and feed hay in a sacrifice area. 
Graze warm season annuals or perennials to allow cool
season grasses to recover and to avoid endophyte-
infected fescue. 
After the first good rain in August, seed winter annuals
(such as small grains, ryegrass, crimson clover, and
brassicas) for late fall and early spring grazing. 
Plant alfalfa after first good rain in August to allow
sufficient size going into winter and reduce potential for
sclerotinia damage. 
Consider renovation of cool-season grass pastures that
have thinned. 
In mid-August to early September, exclude livestock
from pastures to be stockpiled and apply 60 lb N/A and
any need P and K.  

Taken from Forage News, University of Kentucky



Corn and Soybean 

Storing corn or soybeans: what is the futures market incentivizing?
Monday, August 12, 2024

Storage is an important marketing and risk management tool that allows producers to extend the marketing interval and avoid
seasonal low prices at harvest. As harvest rapidly approaches, producers will need to determine the amount of production that
can be stored on-farm or in commercial storage and which commodities to store if limited space is available. Looking at
current futures market price spreads provides an indication of whether the futures market is incentivizing storing corn or
soybeans (Table 1 and 2). To compare the benefit of storage between commodities, we can look at the spread between the
nearby and deferred futures contracts and the interest cost associated with carrying the commodity for sale at a later date. In
this analysis, the interest rate is assumed to be 8.0%. This results in a monthly interest cost of $0.026/bu ($3.83/bu x 8% x
1/12 months) for corn and $0.067/bu/month ($10.08/bu x 8% x 1/12 months) for soybeans.
Comparing the May futures contract and interest cost for corn and soybeans indicates a benefit to storing corn over soybeans.
The futures market spread between the September and May corn contract is $0.46/bu ($4.29/bu – $3.83/bu). The interest cost
is $0.20/bu ($0.026/bu/month x 8 months). The spread less interest is $0.26/bu. For soybeans, the September and May spread
is $0.54/bu ($10.62/bu – $10.08/bu) with an interest cost of $0.54/bu ($0.067/bu/month x 8 months). This results in a soybean
spread less interest of $0.00/bu. Examining other deferred contract months provides a similar result. Thus, the futures market
is indicating a stronger incentive to store corn than soybeans. It is important to note that this analysis does not include changes
in basis, which will vary by location and could change the storage preference between commodities.

Smith, Aaron. “Storing corn or soybeans: what is the futures market incentivizing?” Southern Ag Today 4(33.1). August 12, 2024. Permalink

   Garden and Ornamental

Many short season vegetables can be planted now for a fall crop. Look at kale, carrots, radishes, lettuce etc. Keep in mind the
shortening days will cause plants to mature more slowly. Allow at least two weeks longer than the predicted days to harvest. 
Finish trimming shrubs and hedges this month to allow time for re-growth to mature before winter. 
Do not spray pesticides in the heat. Wait until late evening or early morning when temperatures are cooler. Always read labels
thoroughly for additional precautions. 
Divide crowded perennials now through mid-September. Late flowering perennials, like chrysanthemums and Japanese anemone,
are best divided in spring. 
Harvest vegetables as they mature. Allowing fruits and vegetables to ripen seed on the plant will reduce further yields. 
Monitor plants in the squash and pumpkin family for squash bug and squash vine borer. Treat as necessary before a significant
problem develops. 
Bagworms are still a problem on evergreens. Monitor plants closely as small bagworms are much easier to control than the more
mature larvae. 

Taken from By the Yard Newsletter, August 2024. Reena Martin, Fayette County Horticulture Assistant and Jamie Dockery, Fayette County Extension Agent for Horticulture 

https://southernagtoday.org/2024/08/01/storing-corn-or-soybeans-what-is-the-futures-market-incentivizing/
http://storing-corn-or-soybeans-what-is-the-futures-market-incentivizing/




 

Free Hay Testing
$100 worth of testing to Dairy One.

Simple process: 
borrow hay probe1.
take sample2.
bring sample back3.
we handle the rest!4.

A basic hay analysis is $20, so we can cover 5 hay
samples for you for free! Basic analysis includes
protein, TDN, starch, fat, sugar content, and much more.
Check out the packages by scanning the QR Code. 

County
ANR Loan
Items

Bale moisture tester
Windrow moisture tester
Grain moisture tester
Soil probes
Hay sampler with drill
*NEW* Milwaukee battery-
powered Fence Stapler 

Call (502) 845-2811 to reserve use of these items. 

Milwaukee Fence Stapler 

$300.00 refundable deposit

Rent for one week

Must purchase staples

separately. 

2 batteries and charger

included with rental. 

Scan the code or call
to sign up for this

program



Katie Taylor - County Executive Director 
Q: What is FSA/what do you do in this office?
A: The Farm Service Agency is a division of the United
States Department of Agriculture that provides one on one
assistance to farmers to access Farm Bill programs
including but not limited to: Price Support, Disaster
Assistance, Conservation, and loans.
FSA has two primary functions: Farm Programs and Farm
Loan Programs. These programs support producers, from
beginning farmers and ranchers who need access to loans
to start up their operations to established producers who
may want to expand or sustain their business, as well as
producers who have endured catastrophic weather events
and need disaster assistance or a strong financial safety
net.
Q: Who does what in the Henry County Office?
A: Karen Magruder handles FSA loans for this office. Not
very many offices of this size still have staff that handle the
loans. She is in Henry County on Mondays and Tuesdays,
and Shelby County on Wednesdays and Thursdays. For
questions on FSA loans contact Karen at
karen.magruder@usda.gov or the loan division at the
Shelby County Office. 
The rest of us in the office handle Farm Programs and some
other responsibilities. We are here on Mondays and
Tuesdays, and in Carrol County on Wednesdays and
Thursdays. 
 
Q: What are the most popular loans and programs? What
tips do you have for applying for these?
A: I relate popular programs as the most utilized programs
and within the agency, each area of the State could have
different “popular programs”. In Henry County the most
widely utilized programs are the ARC/PLC Grain Base
Program, Farm Storage Facility Loan Program, a Non-
Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. 
Each of these programs require a crop report to be
completed with FSA by July 15 each year and each program
requires the producer to keep good records. I always
recommend that a producer comes in and sits down with a
member of our staff to explain what they are interested in
obtaining for their operation. After that initial meeting we
are better able to inform producers of programs in which
they may have an interest in that could be beneficial for
their operation. There are NO grant programs with FSA.
Most of the programs are cost-share, loans, insurance, or
price support.
Q: Do you have any tips for young or beginning farmers?
A: Go into your local FSA, NRCS, Conservation District, and
Extension Office and meet the staff and teach them about
your operation and explain your goals for that operation.
We can’t help you if we don’t know you. Also, keep good
records. So many of our loans and programs require
records to be kept.

 

Dustin Mattingly - Farm Loan Manager
Q: Do you have any tips for young or beginning farmers?
A: start keeping financial records as early as possible.
Start manageable with your operation. Meet with an FSA
loan officer well before purchasing to lay out your plans.
Some of the loan programs we offer require some
verifiable farm management experience. It’s important to
start keeping records of your operation as early as
possible, even if you are farming with family. If you don’t
farm with family, look at leasing a small farm or working
with a local farmer to run a very small operation on their
farm. 
 
Q: In an FSA press release there are updates to some farm
loans that would require less securities from the
borrower. Can you explain what has changed? 
Starting September 25th FSA will only require 125%
(security in real estate) in additional security for farm
ownership. FSA will no longer take additional property (i.e.
cattle, equipment, crops) and no longer require personal
residences - only if the personal residence is on the the
farm you are purchasing. 
 
Q: So, let’s say I own a house in town and some cattle at
my parents, what would that look like if I were applying
for a farm ownership loan? 
A: FSA would not require the personal residence not
attached to a farm as security. FSA would not require the
cattle as security. 
 
Here is the exact language FSA used in a press release:
“Reducing additional loan security requirements to enable
borrowers to leverage equity. This reduces the amount of
additional security required for direct farm loans,
including reducing the frequency borrowers must use
their personal residence as additional collateral for a farm
loan.”

Q: What is the best way to streamline a loan process from
the borrower’s end? 
 A: FSA bases their decisions on the farm actually being
purchased. We cannot work up a generalized cash flow
until we can understand the farm operation that you will
be running. That being said, there are some things you can
do beforehand that will help with the loan process. 
Each loan is different, each farm is different, and each
operation is different. The best thing you can do is call the
FSA office and have that conversation before purchasing.
Here are some other considerations: 

Visit farmers.gov and read documents like “Farm
Loans Application Quick Guide” 
See what items you need; some you can work on
before purchasing
Talk to an FSA loan officer before purchasing; discuss
your goals
Have a business plan in mind before you apply



Excellent

programs for

those interested

in advanced

grazing practices 



Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
1125 Campbellsburg Rd. New Castle

Monday-Thursday 8:00-4:30, Friday by appointment
502-845-3052 or 502-845-2890 ext. 2

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP): flagship
conservation program that helps farmers, ranchers, and forest
landowners integrate conservation into working lands.
Applications are year-round. Call for more information.

 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP): provides a yearly
rental payment to farmers who remove environmentally
sensitive land from agricultural production and plant species
that will improve environmental health and quality.
Applications are year-round. Call for more information. 

Farm Service Agency (FSA)
1125 Campbellsburg Rd. New Castle

Monday & Tuesday 8:00-4:30
(502) 845-2820

Variety of farm loans with competitive interest rates
(ownership, operating, microloans,  youth loans, etc.)
August 2024 Rates:

Farm Operating Loans (Direct): 5.375% 
Farm Ownership Loans (Direct): 5.625%  
Farm Ownership Loans (Direct, Joint Financing): 3.625% 
Farm Ownership Loans (Down Payment): 1.625% 
Emergency Loan (Amount of Actual Loss): 3.750%

 
Farm Storage Facility Loans:   

Three-year loan terms: 4.375%
Five-year loan terms: 4.250% 
Seven-year loan terms: 4.250% 
Ten-year loan terms: 4.250% 
Twelve-year loan terms: 4.375%

Livestock indemnity: provides benefits to livestock producers
for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by
adverse weather (i.e. $1,618.00/head for 800+ beef calves).
File notice of loss within 30 days. Please take a picture of
the animal ASAP.

Henry County Conservation District
1125 Campbellsburg Rd. New Castle

Monday-Thursday 8:00-4:30
502-845-3052 or 502-845-2890 ext. 2

Lime cost-share: 50/50 up to $500. Must provide soil test
results and lime receipts. First come first serve. 
Cover crop cost-share: 50/50 up to $500. First come first
serve. Crop must be planted by Nov. 1st, 2024
Post driver and drill available for rent - call to reserve. 

Cost-
share 
corner
...and other
programs

for farmers

NRCS

FSA

Conservation
District

CAIP

  

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-operating-loans/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-ownership-loans/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-ownership-loans/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-ownership-loans/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/emergency-farm-loans/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/price-support/facility-loans/farm-storage/index


County Agriculture Investment Program (CAIP)

KSU Small-Scale Farm Grant 
GENERAL PROJECT GUIDELINES
Grant funds cannot be used for the following:

Motorized vehicles such as trucks, tractors, walk-behinds.
Labor costs paid to the applicant or their relatives.
Consumables or expendables such as jars, seeds, feed, trees, or plant materials.
Partial funding of equipment greater than $10,000. Up to $10,000 on a single piece of equipment requires verified matching
funds up to $5,000.
Purchases made prior to grant approval are not eligible for reimbursement.

For the Farmer Education Program, education assistance applications must be submitted at least 30-90 days in advance of the
conference/workshop, and you must secure your registration and lodging beforehand.
MAXIMUM FUNDING AMOUNTS
The maximum funds available per farm household or business is $5,000 per application with a lifetime maximum of $10,000.
Applicants may also be eligible for up to $500 for educational trainings or materials.

Applications and more information here: https://tinyurl.com/ywe7p28r
Contact: Joni Nelson at 502-597-6831 joni.nelson@kysu.edu or
Kevin Gurtowski at 606-359-0919 gurtowski@kysu.edu

The CAIP program sign-ups have ended, and approval/denial letters have been sent out. Approval or denial is
based on a standardized score sheet set by the Kentucky Office of Agriculture Policy. A farmer’s score is based
on how they answer each question on the application. Some answers can be improved on for next year, and some
cannot. For instance, you cannot change if you ever owned tobacco quota, but you can take a soil test within 24
months. Below is a list of things you can do to boost your application for next year. If you have questions, please
reach out. 

Kathy Wilson, CAIP Administrator
Mondays 8:00am-4:30pm
Henry County Extension 
502 845-2811  kathymwilson87@gmail.com

Tips for a better score: 
start keeping production records
start using a record keeping software 
get a premises ID from the State Vet (you don’t have
to own livestock for this)
develop a written marketing plan for your operation 
take a soil test
update your ag water quality plan
join an ag organization like the Cattlemen’s
Association or Kentucky Corn Growers
Attend a marketing, financial, or leadership
education session 
Become a KY Proud Member (you do not have to
direct market products to do this)

Deadline: Monthly deadlines; applications are due the last day of the month to be considered at the next month’s meeting. 
Eligible Entities: Kentucky Proud members 
Funding Amount: up to 10% of the applicant’s reported direct Kentucky farm impact, with a maximum award of $8,000 and a
lifetime maximum of $36,000
Overview: This program reimburses up to 50% of your future eligible expenses for advertising, marketing, and reaching consumers at
the point of purchase to promote agricultural products with direct Kentucky farm impact. 
Eligible expenses: include radio/TV ads, web expenses, hats/t-shirts/etc., labels/packaging, retail displays, graphic design, vehicle
wraps, etc. 
Learn more and apply here: https://www.kyagr.com/marketing/pop-grant.html 

Kentucky Proud Promotional Grant 









OAK Farmer Field Day
9:00am-12:00pm

1054 McCarty Ln. Campbellsburg
Register at oak-ky.org/field-days

$5 for OAK Members, $10 for non-members

WHERE: 578 Bethlehem Rd., Pleasureville, KY
Please register by September 9 

DESCRIPTION: This event will include discussions
and demonstrations focused on soil health,

experiences from local soil health farmers, and
information on American Farmland Trust's area

projects. There is no cost for registration!
Register here - https://tinyurl.com/9jj33r4f

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Foak-ky.org%2Ffield-days%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1p7D43VZq-E9R1tDrlVd_BbS-1MkUAvzHYCyN961FFM7QE8E_HV_XWKvo_aem_aOdvyaNujjGAHoz1czp3-g&h=AT1vYSbCdsAgK8YeuK8p9Zkve0Nhq09T4nymt1HbrLKHsO4CeZ0vsq5xRpJWMo0r7mP5pKQ17Bc8wlNHX_9uAiKPRkjOQ6FnfLDBD3-6jHJ88t8WeL5Yy8eSkO5OXCkop2Et&__tn__=-UK*F&c[0]=AT2Y3Y2wnXkaI4tmOS83AwBGOeEz4kz_2Ls7tVke2A84O4RYLgpg9WedKPqZd3KhBk0g_Dg1ZqPbd5xaPS_89t0GNTAMbUzLzAxfe-lIpcSpd6B7XpJte5SNvAjdY117UET5POBNu7iYcpyX6C5byNCFeArpFOEE7kXdA4WLpdchIji3rh2kPeE_ppbfu27zVEy6Lm5NIM9zPzmW4Lh4jGPCZEzX4F2XwqU7


 

DEAD ANIMAL REMOVAL SERVICES

Blue Line Outdoor LLC- (502) 645-9829

Conboy Enterprises - (859) 221-6998
        *Call for pickup and fee structure

UK Vet Diagnostic Lab - (859) 257-8283  
No pickup available for this service. Farmers must transport animals to the UKVDL in Lexington
during business hours. UKVDL does not provide euthanasia services. UKVDL does not dispose of
animals except in the case of a paid necropsy. Call the lab before bringing an animal. 

Food Animal Adult Necropsy: $182.50
Equine Adult Necropsy: $427.50

Monday to Friday  8:00AM - 5:00PM
Saturday                   9:00AM - 5:00PM
Sunday                       1:00PM - 5:00PM

For any questions about the UKVDL please call the number above or the Henry Co
Extension Office. 



Office closed

Office closed

Office OPEN on
Columbus day

Intermediate Grazing School 
Woodford Co Extension 

Love Local Market
6pm-9pm
HC Library

Henry County Youth 
Livestock Auction
6:00pm 
Henry Co Fairgrounds 

Marketing Livestock Products
6pm-8pm
Henry Co Extension

Love Local Market
6pm-9pm
HC Library

Securing Future 
of Your Farm
6pm-8pm
Henry Co Extension 

Securing Future 
of Your Farm
6pm-8pm
Trimble Co Extension 

Securing Future 
of Your Farm
6pm-8pm
Henry Co Extension 

Henry County Conservation 
Distric Annual Meeting
Henry Co Extension 

Cattlemens Association
Annual Meeting 
6:30pm 
Henry Co Extension 

Henry County Farm 
Bureau Annual Meeting 
6:30 pm 
Henry Co Extension 

BQCA training 
1:00pm - 2:00pm
Henry Co Extension 

Office closed

Grazing Conference 
9:00am-5:00pm CT
Elizabethtown, KY 

Grazing Conference 
7:00am-3:00pm CT
Elizabethtown, KY 

Financing a Farm 
6pm-8pm
Henry Co Extension 

BQCA training 
4:00pm-5:00pm
Henry Co Extension 

Cattle Market Update
6:30pm Sept 24th
Owenton Stockyards

Cover Crops
8:30AM
Owenton Stockyards

Regional Beef Field Day
4:30pm
996 Grover Blaydes Rd
Bagdad, KY

OAK Field Day
9:00am-12:00pm
Valley Spirit Farm 
 1054 McCarty Ln,
Campbellsburg

Utilizing Temporary Fence
4:00pm-7:00pm

Cover Crops 
Field Day
9:00am-2:00pm
578 Bethlehem Rd. Pleasureville



 
Henry County Extension
PO Box 246 
New Castle, KY 40050
502-845-2811

mjmc285@uky.edu

Follow us on
Facebook for  

up-to-date
information!

@HenryCounty
Extension 
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